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CPI INDEX

MOST RECENT 12 –
MONTH CHANGE 

ENDING JANUARY 
2021 

MOST RECENT 12 –
MONTH CHANGE 

ENDING DECEMBER, 
2021

CPI – U 
U.S. City 
Average,
All Items

1.4% 7.0%

BLS News Release January 12, 2022
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CPI-U COLA

2014 .8% 2.5%

2015 .7% 2.5%

2016 2.1% 2.5%

2017 2.1% 2.5%

2018 1.9% 2.5%

2019 2.3% 2.5%

TOTAL, 2014-2019 9.90% 15.00%

2020 1.4% 2.5% (City Proposal)

2021 2.5% (City Proposal)

2022 2.5% (City Proposal)

Sample Exhibit
Consumer Price Index (CPI) and 
Police Cost Of Living Increases



Year Fire % Increase Police % Increase
2007 4.0% 4.0%

2008 4.0% 4.0%

July 2008 0.5% 0.5%

2009 4.0% 4.0%

July 2009 0.5% 0.5%

2010 4.5% 4.5%

2011 0.0% 0.0%

2012 2.0% 2.0%

2013 2.5% 2.5%

2014 2.5% 2.5%

2015 2.5% 2.5%

2016 2.5% 2.5%

2017 2.5% 2.5%

2018 2.5% 2.5%

2019 2.5% 2.5%

2020 2.5% 2.5% (City Proposal)

2021 2.5% 2.5% (City Proposal)

2022 2.5% (City Proposal)

Sample Parity Chart





National First Year Negotiated Wage Increases –
State and Local Govt. Employees (w/o lump sums)

YEAR WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE AVERAGE MEDIAN

2012 0.8% 1.1% 1.0%
2013 1.1% 1.6% 1.8%
2014 2.2% 1.8% 2.0%
2015 2.8% 2.2% 2.0%
2016 2.3% 2.4% 2.3%
2017 2.2% 2.1% 2.0%
2018 2.6% 2.8% 2.3%
2019 2.9% 2.8% 2.6%
2020 2.4% 2.8% 2.8%
2021 3.8% 2.8% 2.5%

Bloomberg Law, Collective Bargaining Negotiations & Contracts Manual (12/21)



2021 YTD National First Year Negotiated 
Wage Increases  

State and Local Govt.  vs.
All Employees Less Construction & Govt.

State and 
Local 

Government

All 
Employees Difference

Weighted
Avg. 2.6% 4.5% 1.9%

Average 2.6% 4.1% 1.5%
Median 2.5% 3.0% 0.5%

Bloomberg Law (10/21)



2020 2021 2022 2023

Mean 2.49% 2.54% 2.54% 2.64%

Median 2.50% 2.50% 2.50% 2.50%

Mode 2.50% 2.50% 2.50% 2.50%

Number of 
Agreements 

192 123 59 10

Note:  Some Settlements Reached Before COVID-19;
Most Before Inflation Skyrocketed



2020 2021 2022

Mean 2.36% 2.34% 2.33%

Median 2.50% 2.50% 2.50%

Mode 2.50% 2.50% 2.50%

Number of 
Agreements 

81 52 26

Note:  Some Settlements Reached Before COVID-19;
Most Before Inflation Skyrocketed



2008-21 Illinois Interest 
Arbitration Total Awards
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“Try as I have to attempt to explain how useless, 
arbitrary and unfair that reliance upon external 
comparability is for setting contracts - especially 
because it is an irrelevant wild card that can hurt both 
sides and prevents parties from directly focusing upon 
their specific needs as the results from other 
communities are pounded into their contracts -
examination of … interest arbitration awards shows 
that parties and arbitrators continue to give heavy 
weight to external comparability.”
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