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PRINCIPLES OF 
PLACEMAKING



Placemaking

Placemaking is both a philosophy and practical process for transforming public spaces.

It is centered on observing, listening to, and asking questions of people who live, work, and play in a particular 

space to understand their needs and aspirations for that space and for their community as a whole.



The community knows best.

People in the community know how to create a sense of place.

1



You are creating a 
place, not a design.

How a neighborhood 
works together is more 
important than the 
design.2



People with the right skills, energy, and 
resources will ensure success.

3 You can't do it 

alone.



They say,
“it can’t be done”

What they really mean is that it’s new 
and an uncertain way of doing things.4



Observe what works and what needs to 
change before assuming the “right ideas.”

5 You can learn a lot 
just by observing.



Develop a vision.

A shared 
moment is 
critical for 

everyone to 
steer towards 

the right 
direction.

6



Make a place more than pretty. Make it sociable.

7 Form supports function.



Make the connection.

A great 
neighborhood 
has lots to do to 
help strangers 
become friends.8



Little changes can 
build confidence for 
taking on bigger 
and better projects.9 Start with petunias.



Money is not 
the issue.

Creative thinking can 
overcome more obstacles 
than financial support.

10



Be the guardians of your place and 
continue to bring your community 
together.

11You are never finished.



Crystal Lake



– Crystal Lake, IL

Aerial Looking South



Three Oaks Recreation Area



Water’s Edge – City Park



Water’s Edge – Residential Site Amenities



Evanston





Enjoy Evanston
COMMUNICATIONS

Enjoy Evanston
PLACEMAKING



Digital Marketing 
● Enjoy Evanston website 

● Photography of each district  

● Social media accounts 

Public Realm Marketing  
● Enjoy Evanston Cement Decals 

● Print-ready file of Enjoy Evanston Map 

● Branded banners/street pole wraps throughout districts 

Communications: Digital and Public Realm Marketing 



Placemaking: Artistic Bridge Lighting

The City of Evanston has contracted with 

Leni Schwendinger Light Projects to design 

and oversee implementation of dynamic and 

artistic lighting under our Metra and CTA 

bridges (9 bridges in total).

● Two rounds of stakeholder engagement

● Currently in design phase

● Project completion by 12/31/2026

Each design will be unique to its district, 

while sharing a “light story” with all.

https://www.lslp.net/



Placemaking: City Center Plaza



Placemaking: Placemaking Kits

● String lights

● Custom portable stage

● Giant chess & checkers 

boards

● LED cornhole

● Marquee Tent

● Giant Jenga

● Laser Projector & 

Outdoor Screen

● Portable seating

● And more!



Placemaking: Business District Gateway Signs

Over the street sign



Questions?
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