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PRINCIPLES OF
PLACEMAKING



Placemaking

Placemaking is both a philosophy and practical process for transforming public spaces.

It is centered on observing, listening to, and asking questions of people who live, work, and play in a particular
space to understand their needs and aspirations for that space and for their community as a whole.
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Observe what works and what needs to
change before assuming the “right ideas.”
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Make It sociable.
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Make a place more than pretty
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Crystal Lake



YA/ WATER'S EDGE - Crystal Lake, IL

-

CORIBRUC TR i
q - .~ - '.‘\

¥
&

Aerial Looking South
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Water’s Edge — City Park
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Evanston



Reimagine our neighborhood business districts, balancing market
realities with bold and
creative design.

Protect and reinforce our city’s most precious assets
at the neighborhood level.

Celebrate the unique identity of each district—
past, present and future stories—through branding
and placemaking.

ldentify the ideal use of ground floor space for each district and
citywide.

Build a toolkit to ensure more equitable investment

and support for local businesses

Inform the City’s business recruitment and retention efforts in
these areas.



Enjoy Evanston
COMMUNICATIONS

With nine unique business districts, we have
something for everyone to enjoy in Evanston!

howardstreetetown Following v Message 48 eee

3 posts 38 followers 61 following

Enjoy Evanston
PLACEMAKING




Communications: Digital and Public Realm Marketing
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With nine unique business districts, we have STREET
something for everyone to enjoy in Evanston! %
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Digital Marketing Public Realm Marketing
® Enjoy Evanston website ® Enjoy Evanston Cement Decals
® Photography of each district ® Print-ready file of Enjoy Evanston Map

® Social media accounts ® Branded banners/street pole wraps throughout districts



Placemaking: Artistic Bridge Lighting

The City of Evanston has contracted with
Leni Schwendinger Light Projects to design
and oversee implementation of dynamic and
artistic lighting under our Metra and CTA
bridges (9 bridges in total).

e Two rounds of stakeholder engagement
e Currently in design phase
e Project completion by 12/31/2026

Each design will be unique to its district,
while sharing a “light story” with all.

https://www.Islp.net/




Placemaking: City Center Plaza
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Placemaking: Placemaking Kits

e String lights

Custom portable stage
Giant chess & checkers
boards

LED cornhole
Marquee Tent

Giant Jenga

Laser Projector &
Outdoor Screen
Portable seating

And more!




Placemaking: Business District Gateway Signs

Over the street sign

ENJOY EVANSTON GATEWAY SIGNS: OVER THE STREET SIGN A

ENJOY EVANSTON GATEWAY SIGNS: KIOSK B

| VERTICAL GATEWAY

“cuANSTAN

ENJOY EVANSTON GATEWAY SIGNS: VERTICAL GATEWAY B




Questions?
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